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The legal action 
 

After the fall of Acre, which took place in may 1291, what remained of the Latin States of the 
Near East moved to Cyprus, including the major military orders. In the following years the 
Teutonic Knights moved their headquarters first in Venice and then in 1309 in Marieburg, near 
Danzig, where they began an intense campaign of territorial conquest and evangelization of the 
Slavs of northern and eastern Europe.  

The Ospitaleri in 1305 accede to island of Rhodes, making it a basis for the fight against the 
Barbary pirates who infested the Mediterranean; in 1530, on the initiative of pope Clement VII 
and on Emperor Charles V� license, settled in Malta, taking the name of the Knights of Malta, 
until 1798, when the Maltese strongholds were conquered by Napoleon Bonaparte.  

Also the Templars moved in Cyprus their headquarters and repository of the Order, but unlike 
the other two Knightly orders, They didn�t accede a specific role to justify its existence after the 
loss of the Holy Land, on the contrary they intensified financial assets, which were very dedicated 
in the last years of the thirteenth century. This situation made invisible them to the ecclesiastical 
orders, and sparked off French king� desires, Philip IV said the Fair.  

Philip IV became king in 1285 and he inherited a disastrous economic situation, which he 
himself contributed to increase because of the large military spending that he has had to bear so as 
to remove the power of Aquitaine to Edward I Plantagenet the king of England andas to remove 
the Flanders to the count Guy de Dampierre.  

In order to save France from bankruptcy, in 1291 Philip IV resorted to the confiscation of 
assets of Lombard bankers, between 1295 and 1306 altered the value of gold and silver coins in 
circulation by reducing their weight than the official value, Finally, to accede to the Jews property 
in 1306 he had collared and expelled them from France.  

In 1306, during a popular uprising that was caused by heavy financial crisis, the king and his 
family found asylum in headquarters Temple that at that time occupied about one third of the 
urban Paris area. On that occasion the king was able to verify the consistency of the Templar 
treasure and probably he advanced the idea to seize it in order to improve the heavy financial crisis 
in France.  

But it was necessary to suppress the Order of the Temple, the richest and most powerful of 
Christianity, that on the contrary it was not subject to the king authority but that depended on the 
pope.  

The opportunity was provided him by renegade Templar Esquieu de Floyran, already prior of 
Montfaucon, in the region of Toulouse, who said to the king and his powerful minister, William 
de Nogaret, that at the ceremony of admission into the Order of the petitioners, these, immediately 
after they were appointed knights, They were taken aside individually and, under threat, was 
forced to deny Christ three times and three times to spit on the cross; besides they were stripped of 
clothing old, suffered the practice of obscene kisses from the elder brother who received them and 
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were forced to engage, without any chance to refuse, to have sex sodomy with other brothers if 
they had asked him.  

There is every reason to accuse the brothers of heresy, a crime for which the Inquisition had 
jurisdiction, that the performance of its tasks made use of the secular arm of the law, that judicial 
structures of the state.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Philip IV said the Fair 
 

The opportunity was tempting, and since the Order was formally subject only to the authority 
pope, who certainly would not easily accept such initiative against the Templars, it was invest the 
Inquisition in France, led by the French Dominican, William Imbert, person close to the king as a 
confessor of the royal family who, without the knowledge of to the pope, in a letter dated on 22 
september, 1307, asked the Toulouse and Carcassonne inquisitors to be ready to provide their 
collaboration to launch an investigation against the Templars.  

Probably, starting from spring 1307, the suppression Order of the Temple project had an 
important role in the political strategies of the king of France. These strategies were undertaken in 
secret and without the pope explicit authorization, who, unaware of the royal plots, even in the 
month of August 1307, concerned about the strange rumors about the Templars morality, at the 
instigation of the Grand Master Jacques de Molay Order - who had traveled to Poitiers, had 
requested to do so - came up with the idea of launching an internal inquiry into the Temple.  

 
�

 

William de Nogaret 
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The Grand Master  request gave the pope a good excuse not to leave in the hands of the king 
the initiative on the Templars, the pope, therefore, to win some time, on 24 august, 1307 wrote a 
letter to Philip the Fair to specify: " You’ve written that you will send us ambassadors in the days 
of the Assumption, we have to let you know that according to the doctors provisions, we must 
follow a certain regime until the first week of September, then we have to take medicine. So send 
us your ambassadors in October. Reminded what you told us in Lyon and Poitiers about the 
Templars, what you said us, it seemed incredible to us but we have to hesitate to act on the advice 
of our brothers. The Grand Master and the tutors Order have protested and they entreated us to 
carry out an investigation. They asked to be achieved if they are innocent and they asked to be 
achieved if they are guilty, which we believe are not right. We would not know, following the 
advice of our brothers, how to refuse what Templars ask. And since the issue is serious, on Friday 
we will go to Poitiers to think with our brothers in what is necessary to do. You will send us again 
information you have collected, either by letter or through your ambassadors ... ".(1) 

 
 

 

Clement V 
 

The investigation, that in the pope’s intentions had to be completely internal to the Church, 
would have been assigned to high-ranking clerics (including trusted cardinals Berengar FrŁdol and 
Etienne de Suisy) and it could have count on the Grand Master collaboration and his closest 
employees, It was not quite expected the Inquisition intervention.  

The letter in which pope Clement V basically stated that it must postpone the two-month course 
of the investigation, first was interpreted by the royal court as a sign of the pope’s will to face on 
their own and without scandal, the whole issue, maybe to be able to cover up, and simultaneously 
it gave more comprehensive implementation royal strategies against the Templars, however, this 
strategies had been decided in detail for a long time.  

The warrant (see Annex 1) was developed and signed on 14 september, 1307, the day of the 
Exaltation of the Holy Cross, during a meeting that the king held in the Abbey of Maubisson, near 
Pontoise (north of France) with his most trusted advisers. It was written in Latin and it was 
reproduced in hundreds of copies to be sent to Balivi and the Seneschal of France.  

The king also gave provisions for the confiscation of all movable and immovable property of 
the Templars and directed to place them in custody in contravention of the canon law provisions, 
which prohibited any authority other than the Church to get their hands on a religious order assets. 

Each copy of the warrant of arrest was accompanied by an "attachment", written in French and 
in a clear and understandable form through which it was provided with instructions to prepare and 
to execute the arrests, as well as useful information on how to conduct interrogations.  

Specifically it recommended to the recipients of the letters that ".. Who will be sent with the 
steward or bailiff, on indicated day and early in the morning, he will choose, according to the 
number of houses and farms, gentlemen influential in the country, above all suspicion, knights, 
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aldermen(2), advisers and he will inform them about what to do and secretly under oath, reporting 
how the king is informed by the pope and the Church, and he will immediately send in each place 
to collar people, to seize goods and to organize their custody, and they will superintend the 
vineyards and the lands are cultivated and sown in a suitable way and they will entrust the 
custody of the goods to honest and rich people of the country with servants who will be in homes 
and in their presence, they will do in the same day in every place the all movable property 
inventory, and we will seal them with a force sufficient for the brothers and their servants can not 
resist. 

Later they will put separately people under a strong and safe guard, they will immediately do 
an investigation about them, then they will call the inquisitor commissioners and they will 
examine carefully the truth, if will be necessary using torture, and if these people will confess the 
truth, they will deliver their statements in writing, after calling witnesses".(3)  

 
 

 
Arrest of the Templars 

 
In addition, it was recommended to ask to arrested Templars "... the exhortations regarding the 

articles of faith and it will tell them how the Pope and the King are informed by many trustworthy 
witnesses, Order members, about error and heresy that they are guilty for entry into Temple, and 
about their faith profession and it will promise them forgiveness if they will confess the truth back 
to the religion of the Holy Church, or otherwise they will be condemned to death. They will ask 
them, under oath how they were admitted, which vote and promises they made, and in general 
terms they will question them until they will bring out the truth and until they will persevere in this 
truth".(3) 

Since the strategy developed by the royal court, that was led for the occasion by William of 
Nogaret (which, on 25 september 1307 will be appointed Keeper of the place of the outgoing 
Archbishop of Narbonne), did not affect the acts in defense or justification for the crimes notified 
to the Knights Templar or the testimony favorable to themselves, but only and exclusively the 
confessions made by the monks, the admission of the alleged offenses and the unfavorable 
evidence to them, the instructions sent to the Balivi and Siniscalchi also provides that "... the 
Commissioners must sent to the King under their seal and under the Commissioners seal of the 


